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Dipping  into  the  nailbag. . .we  find  several  letters  asking  about  food  supply. 
One  hoaeaaker  wants  to  know  how  much  butter  we'll  have.    Another  asks  how  much 
food  is  going  to  our  Armed  Forces. .  .and  a  third  has  a  question  about  the  food 
going  to  our  allies. 

Let's  look  at  the  butter  situation  first:    How  much  butter  for  civilians? 
Here  is  what  the  War  Food  Administration  says.    All  the  butter  we  produce  during 
the  next  five  and  maybe  six  months  will  be  for  civilian  use  entirely.    We'll  pro- 
duce from  110  to  130  million  pounds  of  creamery  butter  a  month  in  this  period... 
and  butter  manufacturers  won't  have  to  set  aside  any  of  it  for  military  or  other 
war  purposes  while  production  is  low.    We  built  up  big  enough  stocks  of  butter  in 
the  a  oaths  of  high  production  to  meet  war  needs  until  spring,  when  butter  pro- 
duction begins  to  go  up  again.    And  because  the  government  buys  more  butter  in  the 
spring  and  summer,  less  in  the  fall  and  winter,  we  civilians  have  a  fairly  even 
supply  at  all  times  of  the  year.     Of  course  civilians  get  the  whole  supply  of 
fara  butter. 

Eight  out  of  every  ten  pounds  of  butter  has  been  budgeted  for  our  use... that 
aeans  we'll  each  have  an  average  of  about  13  pounds  this  year.    In  19^1  and  19^2 
we  ate  about  lo  pounds  of  butter,   so  the  reduction  isn't  very  great.    But  more 
People  rant  to  buy  butter  now... that  sometimes  makes  our  butter  supply  seem 
snorter  than  if  we  had  three  pounds  less  in  normal  times.    And  because  of  the 
ieoand,  more  butter  is  sold  near  where  it  is  produced. .. sometimes  people  far 
fron  producing  areas  have  a  hard  time  getting  butter.  ..and  to  distribute  the  supply 
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more  fairly  "between  then,  the  ration  point  value  of  butter  was  raised. 

As  to  the  "butter  that  isn' t  going  to  civilians,  our  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  will  get  three-fourths  of  it.    Less  than  one  in  every  seventeen  pounds 
of  the  total  supply.  ..or  four-hundredth  s  of  an  ounce  a  woek.  for  each  person  in 
the  United  States — is  going  to  our  allies... and  practically  all  that  goes  to 
Russia:    to  the  Bussian  Array  and  to  hospitals-. 

Now  let's  look  at  how  nuch  food  is  goint:  to  the  Arraed  Forces.  Every 
American  agrees  that  our  raen  in  uniforn  must  "be  fed  and  fed  right... they  will  get 
thirteen  percent  of  our  total  food  production  this  year.    They  eat  nuch  the  sane 
kinds  of  food  they  always  did. .  .hut  their  appetites  are  bigger  and  they  eat  r.ore 
food.    Each  soldier  or  sailor  eats  about  five  and  a  quarter  pounds  of  food  a  day 
...that's  a  pound  and  a  half  no  re  food  than  the  average  civilian  eats.    And  then 
the  Armed  Forces  have  to  keep  large  food  reserves  to  neet  any  energency. . .  they 
nust  have  a  three-nonth  reserve  of  food  for  nen  stationed  in  this  country,  a 
nine-month  reserve  for  the  raen  overseas.    And  that's  a  lot  of  food. 

Here's  how  nuch  of  different  kinds  of  food  the  Armed  Forces  will  probably 
get  this  year,  according  to  our  national  food  budget: ..  .half  the  dehydrated 
vegetables  produced,  because  they  take  so  little  shipping  space... a  third  of  the 
dehydrated  soups  and  evaporated  milk. ..a  fourth  of  the  canned  vegetables  includ- 
ing soups... two  out  of  every  five  pounds  of  dried  whole  nilk,  and  two-fifths  of 
the  canned  fruits  and  juices  (not  counting  citrus) ...  One  in  every  six  pounds  of 
seat.  ..white  potatoes. .  .dry  beans...  and  citrus  fruits,  fresh  and  canned.     One  in 
every  seven  pounds  of  butter. .  .dried  whole  eggs... and  canned  fish.    One  in  every 
nine  pounds  of  cheese  and  dried  skin  nilk.    One  egg  in  every  dozen.  ..one  out  of 
each  twelve  pounds  of  sweet  potatoes  and  dry  peas... and  one  out  of  each  eighteen 
pounds  of  fats  and  oils  (not  including  butter)  .    This  food  will  make  and  keep 
our  Armed  Forces  the  best  fed  raen  in  the  world. 
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Now  about  the  food  we  are  sending  our  Allies  under  the  Lend-I>emse  program. 
This  year  we  expect  to  send  about  ten  percent  of  our  total  food  production  to 
our  Allies. .  .provided  thd  basis  needs  of  our  Armed  Forces  and  civilians  can  first 
be  net.    The  food  will  go  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Soviet  Union... 
for  their  Armed  Forces,  and  their  civilians  working  "behind  the  Lines... and  we're 
delivering  it  to  shipside  at  the  average  rate  of  about  a  billion  pounds  a  month. 

What  Kinds  of  food  are  we  sending  to  our  Allies  who  fight  alongside  us  on 
the  world's  battlef ronts?    Well,  the  War  Food  Administration  says,  we're  meeting 
the  promises  we  made  when  we  drew  up  our  19^3""^  food  budget  a  few  months  ago... 
but  that's  a  very  small  amount  of  most  foods. 

In  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  the  meat  we  sent  amounted  to  not  quite 
five  ounces  a  week  for  each  person  in  the  United  States. .  .more  than  four  ounces 
of  that  was  pork.    We  sent  six  and  six-tenths  ounces  of  ailk  for  each  OBe  of  us 
each  week... in  the  form  of  dried  whole  and  dried  skim  milk,  condensed  and  evapo- 
rated milk,  butter,  and  cheese... In  those  six  months  the  fats  and  oils  amounted 
to  two  and  one-tenth  ounces  per  person  per  week... the  canned  fish  to  six-tenths 
of  an  ounce. ..the  canned  fruits  and  juices  to  a  fifth  of  an  ounce... the  canned 
vegetables  to  one-tenth  of  an  ounce  each  week  for  each  person  in  the  United  States. 
We  also  sent  seventeenths  of  an  ounce  of  dried  fruit. .. eight-tenths  of  an  ounce 
of  dry  beans. .. two-tenths  of  an  ounce  of  dry  peas... a  little  over  an  ounce  of 
com  and  corn  products. .  .and  two  and  seven-tenths  ounces  per  person  per  week  of 
wheat  and  wheat  products. 

And  this  food.  ..which  looks  so  small  when  we  think  of  it  in  terms  of  the 
amount  sent  for  each  of  us  in  the  United  States  each  week... is  really  fighting 
food  we  send  our  fighting  men.    For  in  this  all-out  war,  food  fights  for  freedom. 


